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Sovereign Tech Europe ​
Shaping a Resilient, Independent, and Technologically Competitive Europe 

23 April 2026 | Brussels 
​
 
09:00 – 09:30​ Opening Remarks and Keynote Presentations ​
 
Nicodemos Damianou, Deputy Minister of Research, Innovation and Digital Policy, Cyprus 
(tbc) 
 
Liisa-Ly Pakosta, Minister of Justice and Digital Affairs, Estonia (tbc) 
 
​
09:30 – 10:35​ Session 1: Europe’s Independence Moment – The Next Regulatory Chapter​
​
Technological sovereignty is emerging as the defining ambition of Europe’s digital and political 
agenda. Yet as calls for a more united and independent Europe grow, several questions remain: 
what does technological sovereignty truly mean, what should it look like, and crucially, how can 
it be achieved? 
​
This opening session will explore how Europe can translate ambition into action and in doing so, 
secure a more sovereign technological future. By examining the pursuit of technological 
independence and the practical steps required to realise it, the discussion will centre on the 
initiatives driving the continent’s sovereignty agenda. Panellists will consider the role of smart, 
coherent regulation and its alignment with Europe’s broader competitiveness goals, assessing 
how European regulation can reinforce, rather than restrict, innovation and growth across the 
digital economy. 

-​ Is this truly Europe’s ‘independence moment’? To what extent does Europe need 
technological sovereignty, and how strong is the political will to achieve it?​
 

-​ What does ‘tech sovereignty’ really look like, and how can regulation serve as a 
foundation for both Europe’s competitiveness and sovereignty agendas?​
 

-​ What are the current gaps, dependencies, and structural challenges across Europe’s 
digital and technological ecosystem? ​
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-​ What role can smart regulation play in driving Europe’s sovereignty, simplification, and 
competitiveness agendas? What impact will the Digital Omnibus and Tech Sovereignty 
Package have on Europe’s digital acquis? ​
 

-​ Which EU initiatives, including the DMA, DSA, Chips Act, Data Act, and AI Act, are most 
influential in defining the sovereignty agenda? What impact would a dedicated 
‘Sovereignty Fund’ have on the ambition? ​
 

-​ Where should the next phase of EU digital and tech policy focus to truly deliver on 
Europe’s sovereignty ambitions? 

Renate Nikolay, Deputy Director-General, DG CNECT, European Commission (tbc)​
Aura Salla, Member, European Parliament (confirmed) ​
Member State Representative (tbc)​
EU Tech Industry Representative (tbc)​
Industry Representative (tbc) 
 

10:35 – 11:00​ Refreshment Break 

 
11:00 – 11:45​ Thinking Point: Tech Sovereignty in a Multipolar World 
 
Europe’s pursuit of digital and technological independence comes at a pivotal geopolitical 
moment. Accordingly, this session will situate Europe’s sovereignty agenda within an 
increasingly multi-polar world, examining how the EU can reconcile its twin ambitions of 
autonomy and cooperation. Panellists will consider the implications of the 2025 International 
Digital Strategy; explore Europe’s evolving partnerships with those such as Brazil, India, South 
Korea, and Japan; and draw insights from parallel sovereignty initiatives emerging across other 
regions of the world. The discussion will also feature perspectives on the EU’s evolving 
relationship with the US. 
 

-​ What does a fragmenting global landscape mean for Europe’s sovereign agenda?​
 

-​ How can the EU’s International Digital Strategy foster meaningful global partnerships 
while promoting Europe’s sovereignty and core values?​
 

-​ In what ways can Europe’s collaboration with India, South Korea, Japan, and other 
like-minded partners contribute to a more balanced global technology ecosystem?​
 

-​ What insights can Europe draw from parallel sovereignty efforts around the world, such 
as India Stack or Brazil’s Tech Sovereignty agenda? 
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-​ How does Europe’s ambition in sovereign technology further disrupt its relationship with 
the US? ​
 

Roberto Viola, Director-General, DG CNECT, European Commission (tbc) 
Ambassador Saurabh Kumar, Ambassador, Embassy of India to Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the European Union (tbc) 
Ambassador Jeonghyun Ryu, Ambassador, Embassy of the Republic of Korea to the 
European Union, NATO, and the Kingdom of Belgium (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc) 
 
 
11:45 – 12:50​ Session 2: Embedding Digital Sovereignty Throughout Europe’s Public ​
​ ​ Sector 

​
For Europe to pursue its goal of technological sovereignty, the public sector must play a decisive 
role in turning its vision into a reality. Acting both as a catalyst for change and a testing ground 
for innovation, governments must lead by example, embedding sovereign principles directly into 
their digital infrastructure and services.​
​
With growing calls for a ‘Buy European’ mandate, the discussion will examine several key 
themes: the forthcoming European Public Procurement Act; the role of the Interoperable Europe 
Act in promoting interoperable and sovereign-by-design services; and the impact of sovereignty 
on the GovTech ecosystem. Panellists will also share perspectives on the many national 
initiatives across EU Member States to embed sovereign digital services within their public 
administrations.​
 

-​ ​​How can digital and technological sovereignty be effectively operationalised across 
Europe’s public sector?​
 

-​ How can governments reduce reliance on non-European providers while maintaining 
interoperability, competitiveness, and value for taxpayers?​
 

-​ What does the growing number of government contracts going to EU companies signal 
for Europe’s wider sovereignty agenda?​
 

-​ How can public procurement and investment mechanisms encourage the growth of 
sovereign providers while fostering a level playing field for all actors?​
 

-​ In what ways can sovereign European technologies enhance service delivery and 
decision-making? For example, through sovereign AI systems, cloud services or secure 
digital infrastructure?​
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Philippe Van Damme, Deputy-Director General, DG-DIGIT, European Commission 
(confirmed)  
Claus Ruhe Madsen, Minister of Economic Affairs, Transport, Employment, Technology and 
Tourism, Government of Schleswig-Holstein, Germany (tbc)​
Stephanie Schaer, Interministerial Director of Digital Affairs (DINUM) (tbc) 
EU Tech Industry Representative (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc)​
 
 
12:50 – 13:45​ Lunch 
​
​
13:45 – 14:00​ Afternoon Keynote Presentation ​
​
Henna Virkkunen, Executive Vice-President for Technological Sovereignty, Security, and 
Democracy, European Commission (tbc) 
​
​
14:00 – 14:15​ Presentation: Eurostack​
​
Cristina Caffarra, Founder and Chair, EuroStack Initiative Foundation (confirmed) ​
 
 
14:15 – 15:15 ​Session 3: Infrastructure for Sovereignty – Powering Europe’s Digital ​
​ ​ Future​
 
Europe’s sovereign ambitions depend on the development of robust, high-capacity 
infrastructure. From AI gigafactories and hyperscale data centres to secure connectivity 
networks and a reliable, affordable energy supply, these systems form the foundation of 
Europe’s sovereignty agenda.​
​
Examining both the opportunities and challenges of Europe’s infrastructure rollout, panellists will 
explore the flagship initiatives driving this transformation. Discussions will feature commentary 
on the AI Continent Action Plan, alongside emerging proposals such as the Cloud and AI 
Development Act, the Advanced Materials Act, and the previously floated Digital Public 
Infrastructure concept. The session will conclude with reflections on how public and private 
investment can best complement each other to accelerate infrastructure deployment and 
strengthen Europe’s technological autonomy. 
 

-​ How critical is the deployment of resilient digital infrastructure to achieving Europe’s 
technological sovereignty? What are the key next steps, opportunities, and obstacles on 
the path forward?​
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-​ How can Europe meet the rising demand for data and compute capacity? What role will 
the Cloud and AI Development Act have ensuring performance, security, and long-term 
resilience?​
 

-​ A key deliverable of the AI Continent Action Plan, what role will AI gigafactories and 
hyperscale data centres play in supporting Europe’s technological sovereignty? What 
additional investments and infrastructure here are required to make this vision a reality?​
 

-​ What impact will the Advanced Materials Act and the new Critical Raw Materials Centre 
(as outlined in the 2026 Commission Work Programme) have on Europe’s sovereignty 
agenda?​
 

-​ How might reforms to the EU’s Energy Union shape Europe’s ability to build and sustain 
secure and affordable sovereign digital infrastructure? What role might the forthcoming 
Strategic Roadmap for Digitalisation and AI in Energy play? ​
 

-​ How can Europe strike the right balance between public and private investment to 
ensure long-term infrastructure resilience? ​
 

-​ How can Europe ensure the effective rollout of sovereign connectivity infrastructure, and 
what role will the forthcoming Digital Networks Act play in achieving this?​
 

Kilian Gross, Director, Enabling and Emerging Technologies, DG CNECT, European 
Commission (tbc) 
Michał Kobosko, Member of the European Parliament (tbc)​
Member State Representative (tbc) ​
EU Tech Industry Representative (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc) 
 
 
15:15 - 15:40 ​Refreshment Break ​
​
 
15:40 - 17:30 ​Session 4: AI, Data, and Cloud – Pillars of European Sovereignty 
 
Throughout the final two sessions, panellists will explore Europe’s evolving regulatory and policy 
ambitions across three core enablers of its sovereignty agenda: AI, Data, and Cloud. Together, 
these discussions will examine in focus the trends, challenges, and opportunities shaping 
Europe’s pursuit of its ‘independence moment.’ 
 
 
15:40 - 16:35​ Session 4i: Cloud – Building a Sovereign and Interoperable Service​
​
Europe’s dependence on global hyperscalers has made cloud computing a pillar of Europe’s 
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sovereignty agenda. The European Commission’s recent €180 million call for sovereign cloud 
tenders, together with the Cloud and AI Development Act, the EU Cloud Sovereignty 
Framework, and a wave of national initiatives, reflect a growing recognition of this imperative. 
 
Given this, this session will ask: how can Europe foster a vibrant cloud ecosystem that enables 
data sovereignty, innovation and global competitiveness across both public and private sectors? 
Panellists will explore Europe’s sovereign cloud ambitions, assess the evolving regulatory 
landscape shaping this agenda, and consider how to build a competitive and robust internal 
market for cloud services capable of underpinning Europe’s digital autonomy.  
 

-​ What are the key opportunities and obstacles in building a vibrant and competitive 
European cloud ecosystem that meets both public and private needs?​
 

-​ What role will the Cloud and AI Development Act play in balancing innovation and 
competitiveness across Europe’s cloud ecosystem, and how does it fit within the broader 
strategy for technological sovereignty?​
 

-​ How will the Cloud Sovereignty Framework’s ‘sovereignty benchmark’ shape the 
standards, certifications, and expectations for trusted cloud infrastructure in Europe?​
 

-​ How can Europe operationalise multi-cloud and sovereign-by-design approaches to 
strengthen resilience and autonomy?​
 

-​ What role will the EU Cloud Rulebook play in ensuring interoperability across the 
European cloud marketplace? ​
 

-​ What lessons can be drawn from previous efforts to build a federated cloud infrastructure 
in Europe?​
 

-​ In the context of European sovereignty, how should vertical sectors in Europe embrace 
sovereign cloud systems? ​
 

Thibaut Kleiner, Director, Future Networks, DG CNECT, European Commission (tbc)​
Alex Agius Saliba, Member, European Parliament (tbc)​
Member State Representative (tbc) 
EU Tech Industry Representative (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc) 
 
 
16:35 - 17:30 ​Session 4ii: Europe’s AI Moment – From Regulation to Realisation​
 
Perhaps the defining technology of the decade, artificial intelligence has become a cornerstone 
of Europe’s broader political and digital project. Through landmark initiatives such as the AI Act, 
the AI Continent Action Plan, the Chips Act and the forthcoming Cloud and AI Development Act, 
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Europe’s ambition is clear: to build a sovereign, competitive AI ecosystem that reflects its 
democratic values and strengthens its global leadership. 
 
Our final session will explore how Europe is translating this ambition into action. Panellists will 
examine the policies shaping Europe’s AI landscape, the challenges characterising its 
development, and the role of AI in reinforcing the continent’s technological independence and 
autonomy.  
 

-​ What role will AI, and in particular sovereign AI, play within Europe’s broader 
technological agenda? What does it mean to build a truly ‘European AI’? ​
 

-​ How are landmark initiatives such as the AI Act, the AI Continent Action Plan, and the 
forthcoming Cloud and AI Development Act shaping Europe’s AI ecosystem?​
 

-​ How central is semiconductor capacity to Europe’s broader AI ambitions and 
technological sovereignty strategy? How might the review of the Chips Act and 
introduction of the Chips Act 2 influence Europe’s capacity to meet the compute 
demands of next-generation AI models?​
 

-​ In the context of European sovereignty, how can vertical sectors across Europe embrace 
its sovereign AI systems? How can we incentivise and encourage the use of European 
AI services?​
 

-​ What might a renewed Open Source Strategy look like, and how important could it 
prove?  

​
Lucilla Sioli, Director, Artificial Intelligence Office, DG CNECT, European Commission (tbc)​
Dariusz Standerski, Secretary of State, Ministry of Digital Affairs, Poland (tbc)​
EU Tech Industry Representative (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc) 
Industry Representative (tbc) 
 
 
17:30 - 17:45​ Closing Keynote Presentations 
 
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Commissioner for Startups, Research and Innovation, European 
Commission (tbc)​
 
 


